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Ethical Assessment Form: Participant Research   
 
Who should complete this form?  Undergraduate students who are engaged in working with human 
participants in self directed projects (i.e. actively working with human participants and collecting their data), should 
complete this Ethical Assessment Form.  This includes live projects in public settings, and the public presentation of 
practical work arising from participant research (e.g. exhibition/degree show). To help you complete this form use the 
“working with human participants checklist” at the end of this document to further assess the ethics of your project.  
 
Please check that you have read each of the following (i) GSA UG Ethics Policy; (ii) GSA Research Code of Ethics; (iii) UG 
Ethics Guidance Document [These documents are available on CANVAS under ‘Undergraduate Ethics’].   
 

Mandatory Questions:  Does your study involve any of the following? Yes No 

1.  Working with people in a dependent relationship e.g. minors (children under 18) 
[Only in supervised circumstances - e.g. only to be undertaken with a tutor, teacher or other 
qualified adult present and with the consent of parent/guardian] 

  
No 

2. Prisoners, detainees or asylum seekers? 
[Only in supervised circumstances – e.g. only to be undertaken with a qualified adult present  - 
refer to your tutor] 

  
No 

3.  People unable to give informed consent [e.g. people in dependent relationships, children, 
vulnerable people] or who may be unable to understand the research [See question 4 
below]. 

  
No 

4. Vulnerable people (for example): 
• People with disabilities or learning difficulties  
• People with mental impairment due to health or lifestyle 
• People who are ill (or terminally ill) 
• People who are recently bereaved 

[If you answered yes to any or all of the above 4 questions, please elaborate as fully as 
possible on the reasons why this is needed and the ways in which you intend to fully protect 
the interests of such participants]. 

  
 
 
 
No 

5. Will the study require the co-operation of a third party (also known as a ‘gatekeeper’ such 
as a community centre manager, head teacher, local authority) in order that you can access 
research participants for your study? [Some gatekeepers e.g. schools or other organisations 
may require full ethical review – refer to your tutor] 

  
 
No 

6. Could the study cause significant psychological stress, anxiety or cause harm or negative 
consequences beyond the risks encountered in normal life?  E.G. exploration of extremely 
sensitive topics that could present more than minimal risk to yourself (student researcher) 
and to participants/and or your audience? 
[Refer to Guidance Document - refer to your tutor] 

  
 
No 

7. Are there any particular issues of safety for the investigator (student researcher) or subjects 
(research participants?) [Refer to the Guidance Document & GSA’s Health and Safety policy – 
refer to your tutor] 

  
No 

8. Are there any other significant issues of balance? (e.g. cultural, social or gender-based 
characteristics of the research participants which could affect the design of the project or 
the way in which it is conducted?) 

  
No 

9. Working with people who handle animals? 
[Refer to Guidance Document and see GSA policy on ‘Use of live animals in study, installations 
and exhibitions] 

  
No 

 
What happens next? 
If you answered ‘No’  
If you answered ‘no’ to all of the questions above please sign the box below and retain this form as evidence of your 
ethical assessment.  You do not require your course Tutor/Supervisor/Programme Leader to sign off. Please retain this 
ethical assessment form (Form 1) as your tutor may request it at any time.  This is a dynamic process and therefore any 
major alteration to your project may require you to return to this form. 
 
Please note:  Before starting your research involving human participants, you should complete the ‘working with 
human participants checklist’ at the end of this document and refer to the UG Guidance Document.  This checklist will 
also help you to further evaluate the ethical dimension of your research project. You may also wish to consult your 
tutor/programme leader or supervisor to discuss any issues arising from this exercise.   
 

I answered ‘no’ to all of the above questions.  I certify that the information contained in the above is accurate.   
 
 
Project Title: Sound Files for Virtual Environments 
 
Signed:                                                                  Date:   4th April 2021                                                             

If you answered ‘Yes’  
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If you have answered ‘yes’ to any of the questions above, you will need to complete the full Ethical Assessment Form 
(below) before you commence your research.  Your tutor will assess your answers and agree to the research or may 
wish to refer you to the UG Ethical Practices Committee for further detailed review.  Please note: Before starting your 
research involving human participants, you should also complete the ‘working with human participants checklist’ at 
the end of this document.   This checklist will also help you to further evaluate the ethical dimension of your research 
project. 
 

Student’s Name: Ella Frost 

 
School: Fine Art 
 
Programme of Study: Painting & Printmaking 

 
Year of study: 4 

 
Name of your Tutor/Supervisor/Programme Leader: Graham Lister 

 
Research Project/Brief [Title]: Sound Files for Virtual Environments 

 
Propose project start date: 4th April 2021                                                             
 
Proposed project end date: 27th April 2021 

 
Ethical Issues [Please use the ethical checklist at the end of this document to help you with your ethics 
assessment]. 
 
What in your opinion are the ethical considerations involved in this proposal?  Please address in detail all ethical 
issues that you have identified in the self-assessment above, as well as any further potential ethical issues in 
your research.  Please explain how you will deal with these issues?  [Please expand this box to provide more 
detail] 
 
Within the project, I interviewed a range of different people with different technical abilities of how they 
perceived the virtual environment shown on the screen. Before interviewing, I brief the participants on what 
would take place in the interview and how their accounts would be used. All the participants approved for their 
information / account to be shared with the public.  

 
Student Signature 
I certify that the information contained in this application is accurate.  I understand that it is my responsibility to 
seek ethical approval in relation to the above questions and without this I will be unable to progress the project. I 
have understood and accepted GSA’s GU Ethics Policy and GSA’s Code of Research Ethics which is available on 
GSA’s Website at [link to be inserted here when approved]. 
 
Signed:       Date: 4th April 2021                                                             

Tutor’s Signature of approval for project 
 

Signed:        Date: 6/4/21 
Referral - To be completed by Head of Department/Programme Leader (as appropriate) 
I would like to refer this research project to the UG Ethical Practices Committee for further detailed review. 
 
Signed:                                                                  Date: 
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Human Participant Checklist – Please use this to help you to further identify the ethical issues involved in participant  
research. This can be used if you answered ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to the self-assessment exercise on Pg 1. 
 

Participants and consent 

1. Are your participants likely to be members of the public? YES NO 

2. Will your project entail your peers/acquaintances/family members as active participants in 
your project? 

YES  

If you answered ‘YES’ to either of the two preceding questions, you MUST take informed consent. This could be 
informal or formal.  Consult the Guidance Document. 
3. Do you need to use a third party (e.g community centre manager) to gain access to or 

recruit participants to your project?  [If ‘YES’ then you must seek consent in writing from this 
person. PLEASE NOTE: some third parties may require full ethical review – in which case 
consult your tutor] 

  
 
NO 

 Research Methods and Data Collection  

4. Does your research involve surveys/interviews/focus groups/workshops/questionnaires at 
any point? [If ‘YES’, you will need to seek participants consent.  This could be informal (e.g. as 
in the use of a quick survey where consent would be verbal) or formal. See UG Guidance 
Document] 

 
 
YES 

 

5. Will participant responses be kept anonymous at the point of data collection and in the 
reporting of the research?  
 [If ‘NO’ ensure you seek informed consent in writing from participants] 
*Film making projects (e.g. documentaries) should follow BBC production guidelines. See 
Ethics Guidance Document for further details* 

 
 
YES 

 

6. Will you need to store participants’ personal information (e.g. signed consent forms)?   [If 
‘YES’ then ensure you are able to secure this data safely.  See Guidance Document] 

 NO 

7. Does your research require you to take photographs of research participants, film 
participants or record their voice?  
[If ‘YES’, ensure you seek informed consent in writing as part of informed consent.  See 
Guidance Documents. Also see GSA’s Data Protection Policy] 

  
 
NO 

8 Will your research require you to use data protected by copyright? 
[Copyright permission may be required if you intend to publish your work containing this type 
of material in the public domain (e.g in print, on websites, blogs, public exhibitions etc).  Seek 
permission from copyright holder and/or see if it can be used under Creative Commons 
Licensing Agreement. 

  
 
NO 

9. Will you alter a participants’ contribution? (e.g. beyond anonymising/blurring faces on a 
photo etc.) [If ‘YES’ seek written permission from participant/s as part of Informed Consent. 
See Guidance Document for further details]. 

  
 
NO 

10. Are you conducting internet only research or similar, where the identity of participants 
cannot be easily verified? (E.G using discussion forum or twitter data?)  If ‘YES’ state this in 
your report. 

  
NO 

Safety and wellbeing of research participants and researcher 

11. Could the work involving human participants potentially result in distress or safety issues 
for you or your participants beyond that which could be reasonably expected and easily 
managed? [If ‘YES’ then consult your tutor/supervisor/programme leader] 

  
NO 

12. Does the research involve using any kind of equipment, heavy lifting or sharp objects? [If 
“YES” see relevant Health and Safety policy and state this in your health and safety risk 
assessment] 

  
NO 

13. Have you considered any impairments participants might have and make adjustments?  [If 
no, make adjustments and seek advice from your tutor] 

YES  

12. Will participants be paid reasonable travel expense (if travel is required) and provided with 
refreshments during their participation (dependent on duration) [See UG Ethics Guidance 
and GSA Research Code of Practice on financial inducements in research] 

 
YES 

 

Research Reporting/Dissemination/Exhibition 

16. Will you use social media to report on your project while still in progress?  (e.g. blogging, 
Facebook page) [If ‘YES’ then ensure that the anonymity of participants is maintained in your 
blog or Facebook page.  Also see GSA data protection policy] 

  
NO 

17. Will there be a de-brief or report sent back to project participants? [It is standard practice to 
offer participants an account of the research in which they have been involved.  If “NO” then 
arrange this] 

 
YES 

 

18. Is there any potential conflict of interest within your research or in the reporting of the 
results (for example from research collaborators) [IF YES state it in the report] 

  
NO 

19. Can you remain balanced in your presentation of viewpoints as a researcher so as to avoid 
offense or harm? [If no consult tutor/supervisor/programme leader] 

YES  
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